
Lauren, 27, and her husband Michael live a block north of 
Marquette Park with their kids ages 2, 7, 8, and 11. Lauren 

works nights at a nearby Amazon warehouse and Michael is a 
mechanic at a nearby truck garage.

Lauren says she and her family might still be on a relative’s 

couch or staying with family if she had not sought assistance 

record,” she says. 

back and forth with the landlord. Lauren called the city building 

landlords, while others wanted to charge more than she felt she 

Better Housing. 

which time the family had found a new home in the same 

neighborhood so her children remained close to their school. 

Legal aid attorneys 
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HAVING A LAWYER MATTERS

79% of landlords had attorneys, while only 11% of tenants did.

Chart 1: Most Landlords Have Attorneys. Most Tenants Do Not.

Without an attorney, the likelihood that an eviction order will be entered against a tenant is about 

their odds of getting an eviction order by about 25%. 

Chart 2: Legal Aid Attorneys Make The Difference

http://eviction.lcbh.org.
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THE BENEFITS OF REPRESENTATION

cases in civil court, not because they’ve done something wrong, but because they don’t have 

1 

some tenants without eviction orders were able to remain in their homes, many other cases were 

dismissed because renters moved or agreed to move. Attorneys assist tenants in asserting their 

rights as well as negotiating with landlords’ attorneys on the amount of back rent owed and amount 

actual outcome of the case.

2
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Time to Move

believing legal assistance was necessary. Other reasons included that the tenant wanted to move, 

PRIVATE AND LEGAL AID ATTORNEYS

W

the degree of injustice occurring, the vulnerability of the client, likelihood of avoiding an eviction 

 

results do not include any cases in which the court record was sealed, and anecdotal evidence 

“RIGHT TO COUNSEL” MOVEMENT
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4

leaders have begun debating an ordinance to create a citywide right to counsel there.5

without attorneys.6

advocate for themselves, and often conduct informal hallway negotiations with landlords’ attorneys. 



6

1. The Circuit Court of Cook County should establish a pilot program to 

collect more and better data about evictions to understand outcomes 

and impacts of eviction.

2. Chicago should set up a Task Force on Eviction Prevention and       

Response.

3. Illinois and Chicago should allocate adequate funds to implement a 

“Right to Counsel” for renters in eviction court.

4. Illinois and Chicago should increase funding for legal aid tenant repre-

sentation until Right to Counsel can be implemented.
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for Better Housing

and its underlying causes by combining legal 

safe and stable housing.


