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With Illinois’ statewide ban on eviction filings expected to expire at the end of July, we are faced 
again with questions about the potential for a wave of evictions in Chicago. Using the same 
method as in our December 2020 report, we update our estimate of the backlog of eviction 
filings that might be seen when the Illinois eviction moratorium fully lifts.  

The figure presented here shows the actual and estimated number of eviction filings per month 
in Chicago between January 2020 and July 2021. The light red bars are estimates of how many 
eviction filings we might have expected to see based on the monthly unemployment rate for the 
city. The estimates are based on the previous month’s unemployment rate. At the time of 
writing, we don’t have this information for June 2021, so our July 2021 prediction uses an 
estimated unemployment rate of 9%, a slight decline from April and May. We also include 
predictions for unemployment rates that are 2% lower and higher, shown by the green and 
purple bars in the figure. 

Summing our estimates across the entire time period, we get a predicted backlog of roughly 
33,500 eviction filings. 
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https://eviction.lcbh.org/reports/eviction-unemployment-covid-19


As explained in more detail in our earlier report, there are a number of reasons to think that the 
eviction filing backlog will not be that high. In particular, Emergency Rental Assistance programs 
from the city, county and state have been providing financial assistance to Illinois renters. More 
funding from previously passed federal legislation should become available, but whether it will 
arrive on time is the question.  

A note on the data and method 
Our eviction filing predictions are based on a statistical model of the historical relationship 
between the monthly unemployment rate in Chicago and the number of evictions filed. They do 
not directly take into account legislation related to eviction, rent assistance, or unemployment 
other than the continuation of the moratorium thru the end of July. We use data on the 
unemployment rate from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and a monthly count of evictions from 
the Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing. We fit a regression model of the number of 
evictions filed per month on the unemployment rate of the previous month (a 1-month lag), 
controlling for season and year, for the period from 2010-2019. This model shows a statistically 
significant relationship between unemployment and eviction filings, with an R-squared value of 
0.65. For more details please see our December 2020 Report. 
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